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Abstract 

This paper highlighted some of the major enabling policies and fundamental 
principles guiding early childhood Care and development issues. Some of the 
major issues discussed included the concepts of survival, development, funding 
and research, UNICEF participation, population management theory and 
Early Childhood care. The paper also highlighted the cardinal objectives of 
Early Childhood Development(ECD)policies in Nigeria and the tremendous 
benefits of investment in ECD. The implement of ECD Policy training of 
teachers and the challenges facing the implementation of ECD in Nigeria were 
critically analysed, conclusion and recommendation. 

 
             Providence has uncanny way of intervening in the lives of men and women. 
This certainly not an exception as child brought down a book titled’’ why our children 
die’’ from sanitary inspector father’s bookshelf. This book made the deepest and most 
lasting impression on the writers mind. Remembering   the duties of health superident in 
the environment as given assistance to the community in keeping neat environment and 
sanitation.   The researcher‘s father has help people to live and maintained acceptable 
standard free from illness, diseases and death. Now, because Africans have always 
placed a high premium on children as resources, the various health campaigns and 
programmes of the Ministry of Health at that time did not exclude the child. Children 
were inoculated against childhood diseases like small pox, measles etc. Parents were 
encouraged to boil and sieve water before drinking it, streams were demarcated into 
bathing, laundry and drinking zones to avoid contamination and children were warned 
not to wade in guinea –worm infested waters. Many of these precursors of primary 
health care were contained in good old book popularly called ‘’ Evans hygiene’’. 
Beyond Evans, information on the nutrition and general care of infants and children was 
put out to mothers, parents and other members of the community using different 
delivery modes but the emphasis was on prevention of diseases and survival of the 
child. Development had not come into the  picture which would be discussed more later 
but the important thing for the moment was that all these was laying a strong foundation 
for vocation and career of  a developmental psychologist which the researcher did not 
know then. 
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From Survival to Development: The Justification for Early Childhood 
Development (ECD). 
            The shift in paradigm from survival to development came about as a result of 
pressure from three sources. One is research works in ethology, comparative 
psychology, psychoanalysis, Developmental psychology and sociology of Education. 
The  other sources came from UNICEF and other international agencies/development 
partners while the third came from the pressure point which could be described as the 
population management concern. We take them one at a time. 
 
Research Works 
   From the compendium entitled” ‘The competent infant,( Stone, Smith & 
Murphy 1974) an eloquent testimony to the powerful psychological “givens” waiting to 
be tapped and used in inducting the infant into his cognitive, social and cultural life.  
 
 

The second pressure point which in the opinion of the writer shifted the 
paradigm from survival to development derived from the position of UNICEF which 
hitherto had concentrated its efforts on immunization against childhood diseases, 
providing information on adequate nutrition for children, oral rehydration therapy 
(ORT), breast-feeding, family planning, female education and the like. The focus was 
more on health and nutrition and tended not to integrate development with survival and 
growth. As research was indicating the necessity for boosting development through 
parental or Institutional interventions such as stimulation, UNICEF felt the need to 
move away from the old “monofocus” approach to a more integrative one that embraced 
survival, growth and development. Two reasons could be adduced for this. First, its 
efforts at the primary health care level was achieving some success as more and more 
children were now surviving till age 5 years albeit in an environment that continues to 
stultify development. This was aptly put in one of UNICEF’s publications (1998 ) 
where it states that millions of children survive but suffer delayed development or 
avoidable physical and mental challenges because they are surviving “in the same 
immediate conditions of poverty and stress that previously put them at the risk of 
dying”. Secondly, it is important to ensure that the development norms of those that 
survived did not suffer delay or impairment. This holistic thinking received a large 
measure of support from a most unlikely source, the population management theory and 
this constituted the third pressure point. 
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Population Management Theory  
The central point in the population management theory states that taking 

effective control of one’s reproductive processes is a function of the level of educational 
attainment particularly that of the female. This control would in turn regulate not only 
the size of her family (taking into account family income) but also enable her to 
adequately space her children. Olusanya (1981) and Oguntuashe (1996) stated that a 
child born into such a family stands to benefit from parental attention and stimulation 
because material, emotional, cognitive and other psychological resources will be 
available and be deployed among the siblings. The proponents of this theory insist that 
through effective management of human reproduction, poverty reduction, healthy living 
and general human development can be achieved. This thinking also contributed to the 
progression from survival to development. Now, it was within this context that UNICEF 
and Bernard Van Leer approached the Federal Government of Nigeria in 1987 with a 
view to starting an ECD programme in Nigeria. 
 
What Really is Early Childhood Care? 

Despite its short epistemological existence, Early Childhood care and 
Development (ECD) has acquired quite a variety of names with complementary 
acronyms to match. Each name betrays different emphases and sometime in different 
contexts of usage. In the literature, it may be called Early Childhood Care, Development 
and Education (ECCDE) or Early Education, Care and Development (EECD). 
Sometimes it is referred to as Early Childhood Education (ECE) or Early Childhood 
Development and Education (ECDE). In Nigeria and some other developing Nations the 
preferred name is Integrated Early Childhood Development (IECD) because the 
National policy on it is entitled. The National Policy for Integrated Early Childhood 
Development in Nigeria.” The emphasis is on its integrated nature. However, by 
whichever name it is called it is clearly a multidisciplinary enterprise with components 
from Infant stimulation, Health, Nutrition, Psychology, Sociology, Economics, Law, 
Anthropology, Gender Studies Women Development and Child Development. For the 
avoidance of confusion, the researcher shall restrict herself to using ECD in this paper 
but occasionally use IECD when referring to the policy in Nigeria. 

 
As stated earlier, UNICEF and Bernard van LEER in partnership with Federal 

Government established ECD in Nigeria in 1987 and for the record the researcher think 
it is important to name at least two persons who played important roles in this 
pioneering effort. The first person is the first ECD desk officer in UNlCEF, namely 
Mrs. Margaret Akinware who holds Bachelor a well as Master degrees in Sociology 
from the great University of Lagos. The second person is Dr Eileen B Wilson-Oyelaran, 
an African-American who taught Psychology at Obafemi Awolowo University at lie-
Ife. A parastatal of the Federal Ministry of Education, the Nigerian Educational 
Research Council (NERC) in Jibowu, Lagos became the nursery of the newly hatched 
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programme. After twenty  years of strong and sustained advocacy which included 
setting up pilot ECD centres, building the capacity of implementers, resource 
mobilization, Curriculum development, setting up steering committees at Federal and 
State levels, building partnerships between International agencies, private sector and 
NGOs; the Federal Government finally adopted a National Policy on Integrated Early 
Child  

 
Development in 2007! Three years after, we can look back and ask what our 

achievements have been and that challenges are faced in the implementation of the 
policy but before this, the researcher would like to present the objectives of the policy 
and then detail the researcher contribution to the scholarship behind the policy, the 
advocacy role in its adoption and contribution to its implementation so far.  
 
Objectives of the ECD Policy in Nigeria 
The objectives of the ECD Policy FME (2009) are to: 
1. Provide care and support that will ensure the rights of the child to; 
a. Good nutrition. 
b. Healthy and safe environment 
c. psycho-social stimulation 
d. protection and participation  
2. Inculcate in the child the spirit of enquiry and creativity through exploration of 

nature, the environment, art, music and    playing with toys. 
3. Provide adequate care and supervision for children while parents/guardians are at 
    work. 
4. Effect a smooth transition from home to school. 
5. Prepare the child to adapt successfully when his current context changes. 
6. Develop a healthy, well-nourished, adequately stimulated child who is able to achieve 
his full potentials. 
 

The objectives are firmly anchored on the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child particularly article 6 which states that a child has a right to develop to the 
maximum extent possible.” Furthermore, the objective emphasize the total development 
of the child through two major instruments, Health and nutrition on the one hand and 
Physical, Social and Psychological Stimulation on the other, The fatter is directly 
relevant to building in the child the capacity to function and adapt to the SUBJECTIVE 
world, that is, the world of persons and its vagaries. No less important is the child’s 
competence at adapting to the OBJECTIVE world, that is, the behaviour of objects and 
matter. 
Benefits of Investment in Early Childhood Development 
1.  With the current shift in emphasis in the United Nations programming from. 

Economic Development to Human Development, it is clear that child 
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development should be the starting point of our intervention in human 
development. The social and economic payoff is significant. Children whose 
early life development receives support are more productive in later life. They 
repeat classes less often in primary school, they complete primary school more 
often, they require less remedial programmes and they are less susceptible to 
truancy and criminal tendencies UNlCEF, (1998) Mwaura, (2010). Therefore, 
investing in ECD appears to be a rational way to tackle the massive failure rates 
that we observe in our children’s performance in West African School 
Certificate Examination (WASCE). Candidates who had five credit passes 
including Mathematics and English in 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009 were 19.24%, 
20.27%, 23.62%, and 29.93% respectively (WAEC,2010). Building 40 
Universities alone is not the answer. In the short term, expanding the teaching 
and research capacity of existing Universities would absorb the 20-30% of 
candidates who pass 5 subjects at credit level at one sitting. However, a long 
term and much more effective approach would begin at the beginning by 
investing in Early Child Development (ECD). 

 
2.  Investing in ECD facilitates the attainment of social and gender equity by 

providing a robust base from which children from deprived backgrounds, 
children with special needs, girls and others who encounter discrimination can 
draw on in later life. 

3.  Early life intervention enables the child to bond not only with his/her parents 
but provides an important point of entry into the child’s community. This of 
course prepares the ground for social mobilization, civic engagement, 
participation, patriotism and the like. Does this not put the logic of Kick 
Against Indiscipline ( KAI) on its head? Does this not suggest that National 
Orientation is best done in early childhood when attitudes, dispositions and 
tendencies are still malleable? 

4.  Results of recent research show that providing children with varied perceptual 
and motor experiences at an early age affects positively the structure and 
organization of neural pathways in the brain during the formative period, 
favourably affecting learning of all kinds later in life. UNICEF 
(1998),Oguntuashe, K.(2006) in the recent research  demonstrated that, children 
whose mothers interact with them in consistent, loving ways, will be better 
nourished and less apt to be sick than children not so attended. 

5.  Improvement in early childhood care and development means an improvement 
in other programmes that are integrated with it such as Maternal and Child 
Health (with attendant reduction in maternal and infant mortality/morbidity). 

6.  Early Childhood Care and Development Centres can be used as vehicles for 
fostering integration and harmony among ethnically and religious diverse 
groups as children quickly learn to accommodate one another without prejudice 

Enabling Policies and Fundamental Principles for Early Childhood Care Development in  
an Open Resource – Nabeela Mouktar Maccido  



173 
 

International Journal of Academia, Volume 1 No.1, May, 2016 

to these factors as well as others like physical challenges. Malaysia has 
exploited this medium to great advantage. 

 
Researcher’s Contributions To Early Child Care Development In Nigeria:  
 This section will be in three parts. The first highlights the research one has done 
in the area, the second details the researcher contributions and advocacy while the third 
will focus on the role one has played in the implementation of the IECD policy in 
Nigeria. 
 
Research on Concept Formation 
 This agreed with Donaldson (1976) that the capacity to form concepts is crucial 
for all psychological functioning. According to Donaldson (1976),”conceptualizing is 
the process of constructing complex representations of the world (including oneself) and 
using these representations for the purpose of directing behaviour becoming conscious 
of the world thus represented and ultimately of the representations themselves”. Clearly 
we are able to function in the world largely because our mind carves up the world into 
entities some of which are concrete and some abstract. Thereupon we become able to 
compare those entities one with another and so can make judgements about sameness 
and difference. In addition, we can then proceed to make predictions about the 
regularity or variations in the occurrence of things. In other words, through the ability to 
conceive we arc able to draw inferences and develop expectations about things which 
may occur. In agreement with the finding of other investigators (Trevarthen, 1974; 
Mundy-Castle, Odiakosa, O. and Bundy, 1979) the researcher shows that Nigerian 
infants draw inferences about the behaviour of objects and persons particularly when 
their mothers make themselves available as “objects’ of play and agents/facilitators 
during play. Oguntuashe (1985) 
 
Research on Play and Development in Childhood Care and Development    
 Abiola (1966),grappling with the task of measuring intelligence which he 
defined as mental as well as pragmatic adaptations that a child makes to the challenges 
posed by the environment. These adaptations include how the child sees objects in his 
environment (perception), how he groups objects into definable classes 
(conceptualization), the way the child acquires new and Functional behaviours 
(learning) and the modes by which the child organizes the information that come to him 
through the above processes to deal with problems encountered in his environment 
(problem solving). Of particular interest here is the observational study that he carried 
out on the cognitive aspects of PLAY behaviour in which relatively detailed 
observations of 200, one to five- year-old children at play with self, mother, other adults 
and other children were made. The children fell into two groups namely; children living 
in a Yoruba traditional community (In Oje, in the city of Ibadan) whose child rearing 
practices ‘have not deviated much from the traditional Yoruba mode and children of the 
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elite living in Government, University and private reservations. In the main, Abiola 
found that urban and rural differences in play were quantitative rather than qualitative. 
“The copying of adult activities, imaginative play and story-telling took different forms 
and had different incidence, but they occurred in both groups of children”. The only 
significant difference observed by Abiola had to do with the negative effects of Elite 
Parents’ use of illiterate nannies as mother surrogates which lowered some initial 
analytical and representational advantages that the elite children had. He concluded by 
recommending that parents, in particular, mothers should provide suitable objects to 
stimulate their babies , be ready to play with and attend to the child’s emotional 
expressions and cognitive needs as these unfold in accordance with the general 
developmental trends and individual differences. Abiola’s recommendations were to 
become a cornerstone of a National Integrated Early Child Care and Development 
Policy (IECD) which Nigeria adopted in 2007, 40 years after! 

 
Play provides a natural and a defining attribute of infancy and childhood. It is 

universal and it communicates POWERFULLY whether it is intended to do so or not. 
Regardless of its intent, mothers respond to their babies’ play-activities “as if” they 
signal intentions to “say something.” Oguntuashe (1996b) observed that play is a 
scaffolding for drawing out and enlarging the child’s learning, cognition, language, 
emotion, and personality. In short, play can become a veritable instrument technique for 
enculturation of the child. 
 

Implementation of the Policy 
The matter of implementation of the policy has several aspects to it. There are several 
issues to contend with such as Infrastructural development; Provision of facilities and 
equipment; Widespread dissemination of the policy for acceptability and positive 
response; preparing supporting documents for the policy; developing relevant and 
culturally appropriate “teaching”/IEC materials and testing them; training personnel 
such as teachers, caregivers and handlers; monitoring and evaluation to ensure quality 
assurance; Conducting research periodically to assess whether targets are being met; 
funding and so on. Through the recognition and generosity of NERDC , (by this time 
NERC has been transformed into Nigerian Educational Research and Development 
Council, NERDC), the Federal Ministry of Education (FME), UNICEF, World Bank, 
have had the privilege and opportunity to assist in the implementation of the policy on 
many of the platforms mentioned above. 
 
Training of ECD Teachers 
Shortly before the formal adoption of the IECD policy in November 2007 by the 
Federal Government, Lagos State through its State Universal Basic Education Board 
(SUBEB) swung into action by organising the training of over 1000 linkage teachers 
between August 7 and September 14, 2007. This action has earned Lagos State the 
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enviable position of being the first State in the Federation to begin the implementation 
of the policy at least in terms of training of personnel. Mrs. Margaret Akinware, Mrs. 
Tola Oshungbohun, Dr. (Mrs.) Uche Bialonwu, assisted by other professionals who are 
members of an NGO named “Early Child Care Development & Training Initiative” 
(ECDTI) did the training. This was followed by On State SUBEB training of its 
teachers in December, 2007. Since then the writer and his colleagues have done the 
following training; 

 
Furthermore, the teams had recently completed a Countrywide Survey 

organised by the World Bank/UNICEF/FME on “Capacity Gaps Assessment for ECD 
Teacher Development in Six Geopolitical Zones in Nigeria.” Two teams were raised for 
this study. One team comprising Dr. Esther Oduolowu of Primary Education 
Department, University of Ibadan, Dr. Uche Bialonwu formerly of UNICEF and led by 
Professor Ibrahim Kolo of Bayero versity, Kano conducted the Pre-Service component 
of the research while the other team was made up of Margaret Akinware formerly of 
UNICEF, Dr. Benedicta Agusiobo, formerly of NERDC as lead consultant carried out 
the In-Service component of the survey. 
 
Nigeria’s Score-Card on ECD 
Nigeria’s achievements in ECD include those listed hereunder; 
1.  Baseline Surveys carried out in 19 out of 36 States. 
2.  Textbook on ECD produced with an accompanying simplified text on “Caring 
 for the African Child”. 
3.  Development of Growth Monitoring Chart. 
4.  Development of Chart on Child Stimulation for Development. 
5.  Development of a 23 page pre-school reader series. 
6.  Inventory and publication of ECD Facilities and Key Household  Practices 
 (KHP) in Nigeria. 
7.  Establishment of ECD Centres in ALL States of the Federation. 
8.  Development and Production of National Minimum Standards for ECD Centres 
 NERDC/UNICEF,2004) 
9. Development and Production of ECD Curriculum (NERDC/UNICEF) 
10.  Development of ECD Curriculum for In-Service Teacher Training (National 
 Teachers Institute). 
11.  Inclusion of IECD principles, theories and practices in the ECE Curriculum of 
 Colleges of Education (COE) 
12. Establishment of IECD Minimum Standards for Colleges of Education  by the 

National Commission for Colleges of Education (NCCE) 
13. Creation of IECD Centres for children aged 3-5 years in existing  public schools 

in the 2004 National Policy on Education. 
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14.  Development of an Anthology of Traditional Songs, Poems, Lyrics, Stories etc 
in different Nigerian Languages (NERDC/UNICEF). Although developed in 
2001, publication is still being awaited! 

15.  Establishment of Early years Development Consultative Committee (EYDCC) 
at National and State Levels for planning, implementation and monitoring 
purposes. 

16. Development of IECD Caregiver Training Manual (NERDC/UNICEF,2006) 
17.  Empowerment of SUBEBs through provision of Infrastructure,  equipment and 
 capacity building of personnel. 
18.  Adoption of a National Policy on IECD (November, 2007) 
19.  Development of Guidelines for the Implementation of National Policy on IECD 
 (FME/UNICEF) In Press. 
20.  Establishment of a National Resource Centre for IECD in Abuja.  
 
 
Challenges Facing ECD Implementation in Nigeria 
1.  Relative lack of awareness of the Policy even by Policy makers themselves at 

National, State and Local Government levels. 
2.  Relative lack of understanding about the importance of the Policy about 

individual and National development.  
3.  Severe shortage of Funds which negatively affect the complete 
 implementation of the policy . 
4.  Establishment of ECD Centres to accommodate the teeming millions of 

children in desperate need of material, emotional, nutritional and stimulation 
care. For children between 3 and 5 years alone, the expected enrolment is 22 
million whereas the existing ECD centres can actually accommodate 2.02 
million children leaving a shortfall of 19.98 million children out of school 
FME( 2009). If we factor in children between birth and 3 years then the figure 
of excluded children becomes really staggering. 

5. Provision of Infrastructure, equipment, facilities and play materials for such 
 centres. 
6.  Enlargement of the capacity of Teacher Training and Teacher Development 

Institutions to train the large numbers of teachers needed for the pre-school sub- 
sector. According to the Roadmap for the Nigerian Education Sector (2009), 
about 125,000 caregivers ought to have been trained by 2010. These Institutions 
include, Colleges of Education, Institutes of Education, University ECD 
Departments, etc. 
Other challenges include, 

7.  Curriculum Development not only at the ECD Centre level but also at Colleges 
of Education and University levels. 

Enabling Policies and Fundamental Principles for Early Childhood Care Development in  
an Open Resource – Nabeela Mouktar Maccido  



177 
 

International Journal of Academia, Volume 1 No.1, May, 2016 

8.  Increasing the prestige of the Teaching profession which was at an all-high 
level in 1965 in Nigeria Morgan(1965) but by 1985 and  1995had plummeted to 
11th and 15th places respectively out of 49 occupations (Oguntuashe,1999). 

9.  Attracting the appropriate kinds of students in terms of quality, qualification 
and motivation into the teaching profession particularly  at the pre-school level. 
 

Conclusions 
 This paper has attempted to describe the newly emerging and inter-disciplinary 
subject called Integrated Early Childhood Care arid Development (IECD) in terms of its 
historical antecedents, epistemological roots, its justification, utility function, the 
challenges it faces in Nigeria and the contribution of people to its development as a 
discipline. The importance of early care and stimulation in the holistic development of 
the individual child and the relations this has for later life development and achievement 
was specified. The pay-off function of such early care for National Integration and 
Development was also described. The adoption of the IECD Policy in 2007 by Nigeria 
was hailed as a right step in the right direction but its implementation status in terms of 
poor “student” enrolment, inadequate number and poorly trained teachers, 
infrastructure, funding etc leads to high level of concern. This concern is disturbing 
because if ECD is properly implemented, it can and will bring forth a fundamental 
positive change in the quality of the Nigerian Citizenry. However, in order to achieve a 
turnaround in the fortune of ECD in Nigeria, there must first be a commensurate shut in 
the attitude and commitment of the Nigerian Political Elite and Policy Makers to the 
intrinsic value that ECD promises. It must be systematically organised, managed and 
funded in partnership with parents, communities and International Development 
Agencies. 
  

ECD offers a fail-safe approach to development but it is medium and long term 
and certainly not the short, quick-fix approach which some untoward circumstances 
have forced on us as a National characteristic. We can truly “catch them young,” as the 
euphemism goes, if we want our Nationals to achieve Science, Technology, Humanities, 
Sports, Entertainment, Entrepreneurship, etc. However there is a particular way to do ii, 
to get it right the IECD method. 

 
Recommendations 

 In the fifties a political revolution took place in the South-Western part of 
Nigeria when the Premier, Chief Obafemi Awolowo and his Action Group party 
declared education a ‘National Emergency” second only to war. The party did not stop 
at that for it moved from INTENTION to ACTION by making primary school 
education free in its area of jurisdiction. This required a massive investment in building 
schools, expanding existing ones, training teachers, developing curricular and so on. 
The returns on that investment have been incalculable both in its substance and variety. 
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Some have been economic, some social, health, political, psychological, etc. Fifty-five 
years on, the impact is on the wane due in part to some diluting effect of intervening 
policies of subsequent Governments. In the fifties, Nigerian mothers were not a 
significant part of the workforce in the formal sector and so except for the elite they 
were available to provide care for the child in the home. The profile of the Nigerian 
female is different today. So, what is to be done? 
  

The Nigerian Nation should regard education, not primary education but 
EARLY CHILDHOOD CARE AND EDUCATION as a “National Priority” second 
only to war and thereafter also move from INTENTION to ACTION by mobilizing all 
our resources ( human, material and financial) in the service of the Nigerian child secure 
in the knowledge that to serve the child is to serve the nation. 
 
Recommendations 
1.  The first recommendation is that, Nigeria should muster the required level of 
 political commitment to the Implementation of the IECD Policy. The executive 
 arms and the legislature in the three tiers of Government should be sensitized to 
 the importance of the policy so they can support it through increase in funding 
 and appropriate legislation. Every Nigerian Child should by Law attend a 
 standard ECD Centre from the age of 2 years before transiting to Kindergarten, 
 Nursery and then Primary School. The present nomenclature is Basic Education 
 which I am recommending should be obligatory and begin from the age of two 
 years. 
2.   As no Educational system can rise above the number and quality of its 

teachers, it is imperative to embark on a massive training of ECD teachers as 
was done under the Universal Primary Education (UPE) Programme by some 
States and also as done by the Federal Government of Nigeria in the Eighties 
when they desperately needed to train Guidance Counsellors for the School 
System. 

3. The prestige of the teaching profession particularly at the Pre School level (3-
5years) and below it (birth-3years) should be boosted by funding the training 
and continuous professional In-Service training of teachers at Government 
expense. It is equally important to carve out a career structure for them and 
create an attractive salary scale which will provide incentives that would retain 
the best minds in the  profession. 

4.  Strategies should be put in place to ensure that it is not those students who 
cannot secure admission into other Faculties that end up in the Faculties of 
Education or Colleges of Education to study Early Childhood Education. 
Awarding scholarships to bright students, establishing linkages with and 
encouraging student exchange programmes with overseas Institutions may be 
helpful in this regard. 

Enabling Policies and Fundamental Principles for Early Childhood Care Development in  
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5.  Efforts should be intensified to mobilise support for enrolment of children into 
ECD programmes both in urban and rural parts of the Country. This should be 
done without prejudice to gender, religion,  physical attributes, economic 
circumstances and other factors which normally lead to exclusion such as 
HIV/AIDS. Providing one good meal a day at school may help in such 
mobilization efforts. This will in addition bond the baby with the Nigerian State 
and lay the foundation for the development of patriotism. 

6.  Without prejudice to the recently established National Resource Centre in 
Abuja in 2009, there should be at least one in each Geo-Political zone to serve 
ECD Centres in the zone. This may be located in a University or College of 
Education that has a strong ECD Department. 

7. In each Geo-Political zone there should be at least one Federal and one State 
University whose Faculty of Education should have a full- fledged, 
autonomous and degree awarding ECD Department. 
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